•  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

OUT OF THE WOODS: WORDS TO NAVIGATE BY.
3rd December 2017 - 20th March, Spring Equinox 2018. Queen's Wood, Highgate.
Throughout Queen’s Wood, you will find signposts with Poetry. Instructions.
Quotations. History. Observations.
Artist Grace Adam is taking art out of the gallery and into the woods. From December’s Oak
Moon through the February Storm Moon to The Spring Equinox) come and explore and see
Queen’s Wood in a very different way.
Grace’s intervention is in Queen's Wood, an ancient woodland, in north London. The woods
are thought to be the direct descendants of the original ‘wildwood’ that covered most of
Britain about 5000 years ago. A cut through, a quiet commuter route to access buses and
tubes, it is populated with dozens of species of trees and wildlife.
Out of the Woods makes additions to the existing signage in Queen’s Wood to engage, to
inform, to interrupt with strange facts, snippets of history and lines of poetry. Fingerposts will
help visitors to navigate the woods, to see and experience the space differently.
Would it be interesting to know you are walking through an ancient plague pit, or you are
sharing this wood with more than one hundred species of spiders? What if, there were also
signs that stole lines of poetry, or told you to let yourself get lost? What if you knew that all
those holly trees were planted to frighten evil fairies and protect you from lightning? Grace’s

work makes a quiet intervention asking visitors to stroll, to notice, to laugh and to go off at a
tangent.
Out of the Woods is part of an ongoing investigation into our public spaces by Grace. How
we use them, what they are for, whether they are fit for purpose for humans in the 21st
century. These spaces are democratic, in that they are free and accessible but they are
increasingly under threat from developers squeezing every inch of potential profit out of our
cities. We overlook them and lose them at our cost. Many people don’t go to galleries but
they walk to work, they walk their dogs, they walk with their children to school or walk to
exercise or meet up with friends. So, why not put art along these routes?
We are used to placing ourselves at the centre of every experience. We bring up GPS to guide
us. We look down, not up or around us. We have to behave differently if we use signs. We
have to engage, read and then negotiate the place we are in with the information in that
location.
Wander, wonder, decide, get lost. Out of the Woods.

#OutoftheWoods #OOTW #artistgraceadam
For further information on Grace Adam and Out of the Woods (media), please
contact:
Nicola Turner, Director, NT Creative Arts Ltd.
Phone: 07808722677
Email: nicolacturner@googlemail.com
Additional photos are available and Grace Adam is available for interview.

Notes for Editors
1. For more information about Grace Adam’s work:
Website: http://www.graceadam.com
Twitter: @GraceAdam4
Instagram: ArtistGraceAdam
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/grace.adam.14

2. Supported by Haringey/Friends of Queen’s Woods.
3. Exhibition details:
Dates: 3rd December 2017 – 20 March 2018
Visiting: Queen's Wood, 42 Muswell Hill Rd, London N10 3JP
Transport: Tube: Northern line to Highgate Underground Station and 5 minute walk/Bus 43,
134 and 263) or via Connaught Gardens.

https://www.timeout.com/london/restaurants/queens-wood
http://www.haringey.gov.uk/libraries-sport-and-leisure/parks-and-open-spaces/zparks-and-open-spaces/queens-wood-local-nature-reserve

4. Queen’s Wood Pathway
As well as being one of the boroughs four Local Nature Reserves, Queen's Wood is one of
four ancient woodlands in Haringey. These woods are thought to be the direct descendants of
the original ‘wildwood’, which covered most of Britain about five thousand years ago.
The wood was known as Churchyard Bottom Wood until it was purchased by Hornsey Urban
District Council and renamed Queen's Wood in honour of Queen Victoria.
The wood is an ancient oak-hornbeam woodland. Today English oak and occasional beech
stand above hornbeam, midland hawthorn, hazel, mountain ash, field maple, cherry, holly
and both species of lowland birch. The scarce wild service tree is scattered throughout the
wood.
The ground flora is particularly rich for somewhere so close to central London. It includes a
large population of Wood Anemone, Native Bluebells, Wood Goldilocks and a thriving
population of Wood sorrel.
Despite fairly high levels of disturbance, the bird life is diverse and includes all three species
of Woodpecker. Over one hundred species of spiders have been spotted and a nationally rare
Jewel Beetle is widespread.
Queen's Wood is part of the Better Haringey Walking Trail.
	
  

